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CHAPTER 3 – PARK AND RIDE DEMAND ANALYSIS 

The TCI analysis was supplemented by a travel demand analysis that identified the relative magnitude of 

park-and-ride opportunities in the three-county Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 

(CAMPO) region. 

3.1  Methodology 

The number of trips to Downtown Austin from outside of the current Capital Metropolitan Transportation 

Authority (Capital Metro) service area were quantified.  Corridor zones – or commuter sheds –were 

identified around 12 primary corridors radiating out from Capital Metro’s current service area and 

extending to the edges of the three-county CAMPO region.  Defined by groupings of traffic analysis 

zones (TAZs), the corridors included: 

 

• I-35 South 

• US-290 West 

• SH-71 West 

• FM-2244/Loop-360 

• RR-2222 

• FM-1431 

• US-183 North 

• I-35 North 

• US-79 

• US-290 East 

• SH-71 East 

• US-183 South

 

3.2  Park and Ride Analysis 

Using the 2007 CAMPO Regional Travel Demand Model, the number of base year (2007) trips were 

calculated from each of the commuter sheds to the Downtown Austin activity center.  The total trips and 

relative ranking of each commuter shed are shown in Exhibit 3.0.  Serving the communities of Round 

Rock, Wells Branch, Pflugerville, and Georgetown, the I-35 North corridor ranks as the largest commuter 

shed for downtown trips (11,663 daily trips) and provides the biggest opportunity for a park-and-ride 

facility.  Local service routes 1L/1M and the 935 Express route provide service to the existing Tech Ridge 

Park-and-Ride located near I-35 and Howard Lane.  However, improved express bus service to the Tech 

Ridge Park-and-Ride, such as the proposed Capital MetroRapid service, would provide a faster, all-day 

alternative to local routes 1L/1M, improving service to downtown and potentially capturing more 

ridership.  Similarly, the MetroRail’s Red Line service from Howard Station will also connect travelers 

from the I-35 North commuter shed to downtown, providing a rail alternative to bus service.  
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Exhibit 3.0 – Commuter Shed Ranking Comparison 

CAMPO Travel Demand 
Model Data 

CAPCOG LEHD Data 
Origin Corridor 

Downtown Trips Rank Downtown Jobs Rank 

Combined 
(Average) 
Rank 

IH-35 North 11,663 1 5,433 1 1 

IH-35 South 10,453 2 4,255 2 2 

Loop-360/FM-2244 6,745 3 2,026 4 3 

US-183 North 4,455 6 2,455 3 4 

US-290 West 5,938 5 1,611 5 5 

US-290 East 6,254 4 1,062 7 6 

RR-2222 4,412 7 1,323 6 7 

SH-71 East 3,510 8 948 8 8 

SH-71 West 2,869 9 728 9 9 

US-79 1,532 10 429 10 10 

US-183 South 1,440 11 135 12 11 

FM-1431 1,172 12 154 11 11 

 

With nearly 10,500 daily trips to downtown, the I-35 South corridor ranks as the second largest commuter 

shed in the region.  The I-35 South corridor serves the communities of San Marcos, Kyle, and Buda.  A 

park-and-ride south of Slaughter Lane, the southernmost point of Capital Metro’s current service area, 

could be effective at intercepting some downtown trips from the south. 

 

In 2008, the Capital Area Council of Governments (CAPCOG) conducted a similar commuter shed 

analysis using data prepared by the U.S. Census Bureau’s Longitudinal Employer-Household Dynamics 

(LEHD) Program.
1
  This data uses employment data by zip code to link the location of a worker’s 

residence to their work location.  Using the LEHD data, CAPCOG built a commute shed matrix by ZIP 

code for their entire 10-county region.
2,3

 

 

To compare the commuter shed findings based on data from CAMPO’s regional travel demand model to 

the LEHD data,  zip codes were identified in each of our 12 commuter sheds described above.  Exhibit 3.1 

lists the zip codes in each corridor.  Using CAPCOG’s commute shed matrix, the number of workers in 

each corridor with jobs in Downtown Austin (zip code 78701) was determined.   

 

                                                      
1 Moran, Sean. Capital Area Congestion: Analyzing Our Region’s Commuter Sheds, Prepared for the Capital Area Council of 

Governments, October 2008.  Available at http://www.capcog.org/information-clearinghouse/data-points/ 
2 The CAPCOG region includes Bastrop, Blanco, Burnet, Caldwell, Fayette, Hays, Lee, Llano, Travis, and Williamson Counties.  

The CAMPO planning region includes Hays, Travis, and Williamson Counties only. 
3 CAPCOG Information Clearinghouse, Commute and Labor Sheds by Zip Code, Available at 

http://www.capcog.org/information-clearinghouse/tabular-data/ 
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Exhibit 3.1 – Zip Codes by Corridor 

I-35 South US-183 North 

78666 San Marcos 78613 Cedar Park 

78640 Kyle  78717 Avery Ranch 

78610 Buda  78641 Leander  

78652 Manchaca 78642 Liberty Hill 

78748 Manchaca 76527 Florence  

78747 Creedmoor 78628 Georgetown- Serenada 

78676 Wimberley I-35 North 

US-290 West 78681 Round Rock 

78619 Driftwood  78728 Wells Branch 

78620 Dripping Springs 78660 Pflugerville 

78737 Loma Vista 78664 Round Rock 

78736 Oak Hill  78626 Georgetown 

78739 Circle C  76537 Jarrell  

SH-71 West 76530 Granger  

78738 Falconhead US-79 

78734 Buffalo Gap 78634 Hutto  

78669 Spicewood  76574 Taylor  

Loop-360/FM-2244 76578 Thrall  

78746 West Lake Hills 78615 Coupland  

78733 Bee Cave US-290 East 

78735 Barton Creek  Manor  

RR-2222 78724 Decker Lake 

78732 Steiner Ranch 78754 Harris Branch 

78730 River Place SH-71 East 

78750 Spicewood  78725 Hornsby Bend 

78726 RR 620 N 78617 Del Valle  

FM-1431  78742 Far East Austin 

78645 Leander US-183 South 

  78719 Pilot Knob  

 

Listed alongside the rankings derived from CAMPO’s regional travel demand model, Exhibit 3.0 also 

compares the commuter shed rankings using the LEHD data.  The two approaches produced similar 

results, identifying the same top two commuter sheds in the I-35 corridor.  Clearly, these two corridors 

provide the biggest opportunities for park-and-ride facilities outside of Capital Metro’s current service 

area.  

 

While the two approaches produced similar rankings at the top and bottom of the list, there was some 

variability among the third through seventh-ranked commuter sheds.   Based on jobs by zip code origin, 

the LEHD approach identified the US-183 North corridor as having the third highest commuter potential.  

Two existing park-and-ride facilities, the Leander Park-and-Ride and the Lakeline (Northwest) Park-and-

Ride, currently service this corridor.  After beginning service, the MetroRail Red Line will also provide 

commuter service from this commuter shed to downtown.   Based on daily downtown trips in CAMPO’s 

model, the US-183 North corridor ranked sixth.  In both cases, the level of travel demand was about half 

of the top-ranked corridors along I-35. 
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3.3  Park and Ride Opportunities 

Based on daily downtown trips in CAMPO’s model, the Loop-360/FM-2244 serving the communities of 

Bee Cave, Barton Creek, and West Lake Hills ranked as the third highest commuter shed.   As commuters 

from this area have multiple corridor options to access downtown, such as Loop-360 to FM-2222, Redbud 

Trail to Lake Austin Boulevard, FM-2244/Bee Caves to Mopac, or Southwest Parkway to Mopac, this 

commuter shed is less conducive to Park-and-Ride service.  Based on the LEHD approach, this corridor 

ranked fourth.  In both cases, the level of travel demand in the corridors was within about 20 percent. 

Exhibit 3.2 illustrates the location of each commuter shed corridor and summarizes the findings from both 

approaches.  Exhibit 3.2 also displays the combined ranking of each corridor after averaging the ranking 

results from the two approaches.   
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Exhibit 3.2 – Commuter Shed Summaries and Combined Corridor Rankings 
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Rank #11
Corridor: FM 1431

Cities Served: Lago Vista/Jonestown
2007 Pop.: 25,059

Total Daily Downtown Trips: 1,172
Total Downtown Jobs: 154

Rank #3
Corridor: FM 2244/Loop 360
Cities Served: West Lake Hills

2007 Pop.: 35,027
Total Daily Downtown Trips: 6,745

Total Downtown Jobs: 2,026

Rank #1
Corridor: I-35N

Cities Served: Wells Branch/Pflugerville/Round Rock/Georgetown
2007 Pop.: 237,240

Total Daily Downtown Trips: 11,663
Total Downtown Jobs: 5,433

Rank #2
Corridor: I-35S

Cities Served: Onion Creek/San Leanna/Buda/San Marcos
2007 Pop.: 150,764

Total Daily Downtown Trips: 10,454
Total Downtown Jobs: 4,255

Rank #7
Corridor: RR 2222/Loop 360

Cities Served: Bull Creek/Four Points
2007 Pop.: 37,676

Total Daily Downtown Trips: 4,412
Total Downtown Jobs: 1,323

Rank #9
Corridor: TX-71W/FM 620

Cities Served: Bee Cave/Lakeway/Briarcliff
2007 Pop.: 39,871

Total Daily Downtown Trips: 2,869
Total Downtown Jobs: 728

Rank #8
Corridor: TX-71E

Cities Served: Del Valle/Bastrop
2007 Pop.: 21,286

Total Daily Downtown Trips: 3,510
Total Downtown Jobs: 948

Rank #4
Corridor: US-183N

Cities Served: Cedar Park/Leander/Liberty Hill
2007 Pop.: 103,162

Total Daily Downtown Trips: 4,455
Total Downtown Jobs: 2,455

Rank #11
Corridor: US-183S

Cities Served: Mustang Ridge/Lockhart
2007 Pop.: 10,337

Total Daily Downtown Trips: 1,440
Total Downtown Jobs: 135

Rank #6
Corridor: US-290E

Cities Served: Manor/Elgin/Camp Swift
2007 Pop.: 50,186

Total Daily Downtown Trips: 6,254
Total Downtown Jobs: 1,062

Rank #5
Corridor: US-290W

Cities Served: Oak Hill/Dripping Springs
2007 Pop.: 52,700

Total Daily Downtown Trips: 5,938
Total Downtown Jobs: 1,611

Rank #10
Corridor: US-79

Cities Served: Hutto/Taylor
2007 Pop.: 36,189

Total Daily Downtown Trips: 1,532
Total Downtown Jobs: 429

CapMetro TCI Analysis for Potential PNR Corridors:
Corridor Competitiveness for Downtown Destinations                            
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