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Austin’s History of Systemic Racism

A City Plan for Austin, Texas 1928 Home Owners Loan Corporation 
Race Map, 1934

Racist Real Estate Practices Racially Segregated Public 
Housing

Urban Renewal Environmental Racism



Austin’s Present-Day Realities



Root Causes of Displacement 
Drivers

Credit: Policy Link



Uprooted: 

Populations Vulnerable to Displacement

DISPLACEMENT RISK
Vulnerable
Active
Chronic
Historical Exclusion



Project Connect Anti-
Displacement Funds
Nov 2020– City voters 
passed Proposition A 
authorizing a City tax rate 
increase to fund Project 
Connect, including 
providing $300 million to 
acquire real property, 
support financing tools, 
and other anti-
displacement strategies 
associated with the 
implementation of Project 
Connect.
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Developing the Equity Assessment Tool

The creation of an Equity Assessment Tool
is part of the Contract with Voters

The tool: 
- Evaluates existing and new proposals 
to effectively leverage the $300M
- Centers the community and considers 
lived experience with affordability and 
displacement 

Contract requires developing a public 
dashboard that tracks projects and 
strategies for effectiveness in each of the 
identified affected neighborhoods. 

Excerpt from Contract with Voters
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• Feb 2021– Austin City Council passed Resolution No. 20210204-062 
directing staff to make available the first $23 million annual allocation of 
Project Connect Anti-Displacement funds to: 501c3 non-profits to preserve 
and develop affordable housing on small sites, and affordable housing 
providers to preserve existing affordability of rental and ownership housing 
on larger sites.

Project Connect Anti-Displacement Funds
Year 1 Allocation per City Council



Priority Places 

DISPLACEMENT RISK
Vulnerable
Active
Chronic
Historical Exclusion

Displacement risk 
areas within 
1 mile of a Project 
Connect 
station 



Neighborhood Level Data

Neighborhood Level Data from 2020 Census and 2014-2019 American Community Survey 



Existing Tools
Affordable Housing
 Ownership Housing Development Assistance Program  (ODHA)
 Rental Housing Development Assistance (RHDA) 
 Land Acquisition for Affordable Housing 
 Capacity Building for Community Development Corporations

Homeowners Assistance 
 Home Rehabilitation Loan 
 Down payment assistance program
 The City of Austin Mortgage Assistance (ATXMA) 



Existing Tools

Tenant Assistance 
Tenant Legal services and representation
Education on Fair Housing Laws & Tenants Rights
Emergency Rental Assistance



New Programs

Affordable Housing 2021 & 2022

Project Connect Anti-Displacement Community Acquisition 
Program (ADCAP)

Austin Housing Finance Corporation (AHFC) Multifamily 
Preservation

Displacement Prevention Housing Navigators
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Next Steps
• Analyzing Neighborhood Level Data To Develop Recommendations For Year 2

• Finalizing Application And Evaluation Process With The CAC Committee

• Developing A Targeted Marketing, Outreach And Technical Assistance Strategy

• Releasing The Racial Equity Anti-displacement Tool & Report (January 2021)



Thank You 
Nefertitti Jackmon

nefertitti.jackmon@austintexas.gov
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